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TABLE10: Place of Birth of Brazilian Born Slaves in the Provinces of 
Minas Gerais, Rio de Janeiro and SBo Paulo in 1872. 

1 1 1
Minas Gerais Rio de Janelro Sgo Paulo 

Province 
-

no. -'% --no. 
--% no. w/o 

I. Same as place of 
residence 341,515 (99.76) 266,611 (97.18) 121,501 (84.34) 

11. From one of the 
other two states 192 (0.05) 1,515 (0.55) 9,041 (6.27) 

111.Northeastern 
states, plus 
Bahia, Sergipe 
and Espirito 
Santo 525 (0.15) 5,046 (1.83) 11,815 (8.20) 

IV. Southern states, 
excluding SBo 
Paulo 46 (0.01) 973 (0.35) 1,178 (0.81) 

V. Center-West 22 (*) 73 (0.02) 427 (0.29) 

VI. North 10 (*) 123 (0.04) 89 (0.06) 
P 

TOTALS 342,310 (100 . O )  274,341 (100.0) 144,051 (100 .O) 

*Indicates less than 0.01% 
Source: Diretdria Geral de Estatfstica, Recenseamento da populap70 do Imperio do 

Braeil a que se procedeu no  dia  l o  de agosto de 1872 (21 vols., Rio de Janeiro, 1872-1876). 

slaves, then the provincial total rises to 99.01% provincial born. Only 
the figures for SBo Paulo offer any serious number of slaves born out 
of the state, and then the figure is only 16% of the crioulos. Added 
to this, if we observe where these three importing states got their 
slaves, it is clear that their immediate neighbors, themselves irnport- 
ing states, were often as important as the states of the old Northeast. 
Thus in SBo Paulo, of the 18.29% out-of-province born slaves, a third, 
or 6.27%, came from Minas Gerais and Rio de Janeiro. 

It could be argued from this evidence, as Emilia Viotti da Costa 
has already argued about Minas Gerais, that the bulk of the fieldhand 
slaves needed in the coffee and sugar fields were stripped from de- 
clining areas within the major expanding states themselves, or were 
brought in from contiguous areas. Thus, while the internal seaborne 
slave trade may have been supplying skilled slaves to the central 
Brazilian slave markets, it was too costly a system to supply cheap 
fieldhand laborers on a large scale. The transportation costs, despite 
discounts for slave passengers, were still quite high.23 TO this were 

23. In the steamship service run from Rio de Janeiro to Santos, for example, 


